
O R G A N I C S

RECYCLING

Separating 
organics - food 

scraps and 
landscape 

waste - helps our 
environment.

EDCO’s New Organics Recycl ing Program Collects Food Scraps and/or Landscape 

Waste Commingled Together in a Designated Organics Container

On �e Road To

Commercial 
Organics Recycling 
is Here!

edcodisposal.com



EDCO’s Food Recycling Video

Why Recycle Food Waste? 
Organic waste accounts for over 40% of the material in California’s 
waste stream. Organic material cannot break down when buried 
in a landfill, as it would in nature or in a compost pile because 
it decomposes without oxygen, releasing methane gas into the 
atmosphere. In an organics recycling program, organic waste is 
recycled into valuable compost or mulch used for soil restoration, 
or it can be recycled by anaerobic digestion, producing nutrient-
rich biofertilizer, renewable energy, and even fuel. By recycling food 
waste, you are extending valuable landfill space, which also reduces 
CO2 emissions and preserves our environment! 

Organic waste is a renewable natural 
resource. It mainly comes from yard 
and kitchen waste from homes, and 
food waste and scraps from industrial 
and commercial operations. Mandatory 
recycling of organic waste is the next step 
to achieving California’s Zero Waste goals. 

Recycling organics is easy and convenient 
with EDCO’s commingled Organics 
Recycling program. EDCO expanded 
source-separated green waste collection 

to include the recycling of food waste. The service allows customers to place food scraps 
in the same container as green waste. EDCO’s new Organics Recycling Program is a 
foundation for your community to achieve State mandates, including AB 1826, AB 1594, and 
SB 1383, which are directly related to organic recycling in the State of California. 

Organic Waste

To learn more about EDCO’s new Organics Recycling Program and how it will significantly impact 
the future of organic waste, please visit our website at edcodisposal.com and watch our 
informative video located in our Resource Center tab on the home page and click on Videos!

EDCO’s New Organics Recycling Program Collects Food Scraps Mixed Together with 

Landscape Waste in a Green Organics Container

edcodisposal.com Organics Recycling is Here!



Q U E S T I O N S ?  Please visit our website at edcodisposal.com or call (619) 287-7555

California State Mandates

SB 1383

With mandatory recycling deadlines on the horizon, the EDCO’s Organics Recycling Program will allow 
customers to meet compliance mandates including AB 1826, AB 827, AB 1594, and SB 1383, which are 
directly related to organic recycling in the State of California.

AB 1594

AB 1826

AB 827

Establishes targets to achieve a 50% reduction in the level of the statewide disposal of organic 
waste from the 2014 level by 2020 and a 75% reduction by 2025. The law grants CalRecycle 
the regulatory authority required to achieve the organic waste disposal reduction targets and 
establishes an additional target that not less than 20% of currently disposed edible food is 
recovered for human consumption by 2025.

Requires businesses that generate organic waste to arrange for recycling services for that waste, 
and for jurisdictions to implement a recycling program to divert organic waste from businesses 
subject to the law, as well as report to the State of California on their progress in implementing an 
organic waste recycling program.

As of January 1, 2020, the use of green material as alternative daily landfill cover (ADC) will no 
longer constitute diversion through recycling and will instead be considered disposal.

Requires commercial generators subject to AB 1826 to provide customers with recycling containers 
inside their place of business for the convenience of recycling.

From Green Cart to Compost

EDCO will collect organics from 
your green container and transport 

it to a local composting facility.

The material is placed in large piles, where 
microorganisms begin to break it down and 
heat up the piles to very high temperatures.

After about 12 months, the material 
breaks down and is transformed into an 
earthy, soil-like material called compost.

Compost is used to fertilize plants, 
gardens, and other outdoor areas.



What Will Go in the Organics Container?
Organic waste (also referred to as organics), which includes food waste, 
manufactured by-products from food manufacturing, distribution, or retail, green 
waste, landscape and pruning waste, non-hazardous wood waste, and food-soiled 
paper waste, can be placed separately or commingled in an organics container.

Below are just a few examples of what will be able to be placed in your organics 
container.

F o o d  S c r a p s
Fruit, vegetables, meat, bones, dairy, egg shells, 
prepared food

F o o d -S o i l e d
P a p e r
Napkins, tea bags, paper plates, 
coffee filters

Plants, leaves, branches, grass

Ya r d  Wa s t e



Get the Most Out of Organics Recycling 
EDCO is committed to assisting businesses and multifamily properties implement 
organics recycling. EDCO will provide free, onsite visits to help you comply with 
the state’s mandatory recycling requirements, which would also include a review 
of your current trash and recycling services, and help determine the best organics 
program for you. When EDCO’s organics recycling program is implemented, high-
volume generators may reduce trash container sizes and/or collection frequency 
by diverting organic materials into designated organics containers.

On January 1, 2022, the State’s new organics recycling mandate became 
effective. Many commercial generators have already started recycling organics 
with EDCO, but if you haven’t established a commercial organics recycling 
program yet, an EDCO representative will be contacting you soon, or you can 
contact us at csrlg@edcodisposal.com to request a site visit.  

San Diego Food System Alliance is leading an initiative across San Diego County to 
reduce food waste and increase food donation to people. By visiting their website, 
at sdfsa.org/savethefoodsd/, customers can find information on food recovery 
throughout the county, food donation guides, and resources.

What Can You do Now?

O R G A N I C  W A S T E  O N L Y
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The EPA estimates that more food reaches landfills 

than any other single material in our everyday trash, 

constituting 22 percent of discarded municipal solid 

waste. Adding food waste to EDCO’s Organics Recycling 

Program will help reduce the amount of organic waste 

going to landfills and lower Green House Gas (GHG) 

emissions released into our environment. 

Questions?
For ongoing information, 
visit our website, edcodisposal.com, 
email us at csrlg@edcodisposal.com,  
text a message to (619) 202-8365, 
or call us at (619) 287-7555.

Scan code for website


